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To the International Israelite Board of Rabbis:

As representatives of the ancient Ethiopian Jewish Community, rooted in both Israel and Ethiopia, within
Africa, for millennia, we join with you today, humbly, yet with great pride in our linked heritage, as well as a
sense of glory and sanctification in the Name of the G-d of Israel and all the world, as you appoint the
esteemed Capers Shmuel Funnye Chief Rabbi of the broader International Israelite People, and/or the Jews of
Africa, and/or African Jews throughout the world. As history tells, and experts in these matters know, the
Nation of Ethiopia at large, and the Jews of Ethiopia in particular, initiated a period in which the Jews were
thoroughly integrated and highly influential, not only within Ethiopia itself, but also throughout all other
African Nations in the Abyssinian kingdom. In that era, the commercial link between these two powers, the
Abyssinian realm and that of King Solomon, left a historic mark on the Bible. As the Black/African Jewish
movement continues to flourish and reach new heights in the 21% century, we must embrace and optimize our
common future and work jointly towards our collective good and a better tomorrow. In this spirit of unity and
brotherly love, we come together with you now, to honor this great leader, Chief Rabbi Funnye, in celebration
of Black/African Jewry’s rich, diverse past and looking forward to the promising future of Black/African
Jews.
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Sincerely,

Hadane (Rafael) Takoya Yosef Hadane

Chief Kess Ethiopian-Israeli Chief Rabbi
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