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Curriculum Vitae

SHOLOMO B. LEVY

Albrightsville, PA 18210

H (610) 419-3517
rabbilevy@blackjews.org

EDUCATION:

FELLOWSHIPS
AND HONORS:

PUBLICATIONS /
RESEARCH

Email:

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

M. Phil, American History

Thesis: “Black Zion: A History of the Black Jews of New York, 1920-1990”
Prof Alan Brinkley and Prof Eric Foner, Advisors

YALE UNIVERSITY

M.A., African American Studies, 1988.

Thesis: “ W. E. B. Du Bois and Joel E. Spingarn: A Case Study in Black-Jewish
Relations, 1910-1939.”

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE
B.A., Political Science, 1986

TEL AvIV UNIVERSITY
Tel Aviv, Israel, 1985. (Semester Abroad)
Studied: Hebrew, Archeology, Judaic History, and Middle East Politics.

ISRAELITE RABBINICAL ACADEMY

Doctor of Levitical Doctrines
Ordained, 6 July 1985

Nominated for Christensen Excellence in Teaching Award , Northampton Community
College, (2007, 2008, 2010)

Proclamation, Council of the City of New York, Hon. Leroy Comrie, 18 August 2002

Arthur Vining Davis Fellow, Middlebury College, 2001-2002

Documentary Heritage Grant from the New York State Archives and Records
Administration, 1994-1995. Schomburg Center for Black Culture, New York City.

Yale University Fellowship, 1986-1988

Ford Foundation Minority Doctoral Fellowship (Honorable Mention 1987)

CIGNA Corporation Tuition Scholarship, 1982-1986

Rabbi W. A. Matthew Award, 1986

Dean's List, Middlebury College

African American National Biography (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008),
Associate Editor.

African American Lives (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004). Twenty-three
biographies including those of Father Divine, Reverend lke, Maya Angelou, Louis
Farrakhan, Tiger Woods, August Wilson, Amy E.J. Garvey, and John Hope Franklin.



APPOINTMENTS:

LECTURES/
CONFERENCES

Levy 2

“Safe! Jackie Robinson and the Image of the Non-Threatening Black Male.”
Conference Paper. Long Island University. April 3-5, 1997. This article was subsequently
cited in Jet Magazine 21 April 1997 and in the New York Daily News 4 April 1997.

“Judaism: Black Jews in America” in Encyclopedia of African-American History and
Culture, Vol. 111, ed. Cornel West and Jack Salzman (New York: Macmillan Publication,
1996).

Professor of History, Northampton Community College, 8/19- Present

Associate Professor of History, Northampton Community College. 6/13- 7/19
Assistant Professor of History, Northampton Community College. 8/05-5/13
Associate Editor, African American Biography, Harvard University. 8/02-5/05
Teaching Fellow, Middlebury College, Vermont. 1/01- 5/03

Instructor, Medgar Evers College, City University of New York. 1/96-6/99
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Long Island University, Brooklyn Campus. 9/96-5/97
History Teacher, Andrew Jackson High School, New York City. 9/88-5/92
Lecturer, LaGuardia Community College, City University of New York. 5/90-8/90
Teaching Assistant, Y ale University. 9/87-5/88

Panelist, “The Influence on Rev. James Lawson on Dr. Martin Luther King.” Moravian
University, sponsored by the office of Diviserty, Equity, and Inclusion. 3/30/2022.

Television Appearance, P.B.S., “Courageous Conversations,” 11/9/2021

Presentation, “Juenteenth For Jews,” Congregation Brith Shalom, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, 6/19/21.

Lecture, “The Meaning of Juneteenth,” for the City of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 6/18/21

Lecture, “Racial Healing: Beyond Guilt and Pity.” Diocesan Task Force for Racial
Justice and Reconciliation, 2/6/21.

Lecture, “What the Early History of Bethlehem Teaches Us about Race.” Central
Moravian Church. 1/3/21.

Radio Appearance, N.P.R., Morning Edition, “Rabbis Share How Rosh Hashanah Will
Be Affected By COVID-19,” 9/18/20

Panelist, “Race and Space in the Lehigh Valley,” Lafayette College, 10/14/20.

Television Appearance, P.B.S. 39, “The History of Black Bethlehem,” 2/15/19.

Lecture, “Bleaching of the Jews: How Western Society Turned Judaism into a White
Religion...And Why It Matters.” DuSable Museum of African American History,
Chicago, Illinois. 10/27/18.

American Academy of Religion, Annual Conference. Afro-American Religious History
Group. “From Out of Zion: Arnold Josiah Ford and Black Jewish Nationalism.”
Atlanta, Georgia. 11/22/15.

“As One Jew One Heart,” Combating Anti-Semitism Throughout the World. Kupferberg
Holocaust Resource Center & Archives, Queensborough Community College.
Sponsored by the UJA Federation of New York. 6/29/15

Panelist, “Spirituality and Academia” East Stroudsburg University, 4/22/14.

Participant, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, Interfaith Prayer Breakfast, New York Public
Library, 2006 to 2012.

Invocation, Thirty-Fifth Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Luncheon, sponsored
by Black Agency Executives, Hilton Hotel, New York. 1/19/12.

Lecture, “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Jews: The Spiritual Influences of Judaism
on Dr. King’s Theology. ” Temple Israel. Great Neck, Long Island, NY, 1/22/12

Lecture, “Rediscovering the Jewish Jesus,” Loyala University, Baltimore, MD, 2/24/12



RABBINICAL
BACKGROUND

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS
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Panelist, “Anti-Semitism and Humanism in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice,
Chesapeake Shakespeare Company, Baltimore, MD, 2/25/12

Panelist, “The Commandment Keepers Documentary by Marlaine Glicksman,” 92 Street
Y in New York City, 4/17/12

Jesus” Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Four Part Series,
March 1 - 20, 2009.

Radio Appearance: WXXI, Am 1370 Rochester, “Judaism and Racial Identity” with host
Bob Smith, aired 2/10/09.

Guest Speaker, Jewish Community Federation of Greater Rochester, “The
Commandment Keepers,” 1/29/09.

Memorial Lecture, “Martin and Coretta: Partners in Leadership,” Warren County Human
Relations Commission, 1/15/07.

Guest of Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, 40™ Anniversary of the Reunification of
Jerusalem Reception, Gracie Mansion, June 26, 2007.

Keynote Speaker, “Dr. King’s Life in Pennsylvania: Formative Years,” Northampton
Community College, 1/21/06.

Panelist, Let Justice Roll,”Toward An African American Inter-Religious Symposium,”
Harvard Divinity School, 4/08/05.

Faculty Address, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast, “The Mind of Martin Luther
King, Jr.,” Middlebury College 1/21/02.

Keynote Speaker, Black History Month, “Origins of the Zionist Impulse Among African
Americans,” Western Carolina University, 2/25/02.

“Discovering the Jewish Guest Speaker, Hillel Jewish Alliance, “Racial Diversity in
American Judaism,” Chapel Hill University, 4/24/00.

Radio Appearances: KYW Philadelphia 1/16/06, WLIB New York City 4/2/00.

President, International Israelite Board of Rabbis, Inc. The IBR is an organization of
black rabbis representing congregations throughout the United States, Caribbean, and
Africa. It is a deliberative body that also operates the Israelite Rabbinical Academy, an
institution devoted to the training of black rabbis, and a Bet Din, a Jewish court that rules
on religious matters for the community. 7/2000-Present

Rabbi and Spiritual Leader, Beth Elohim Hebrew Congregation, Saint Albans, New
York. This congregation is one of the historic black Jewish congregations of New York.
It has about one hundred members, operates a Talmud Torah Hebrew Schools, and
sponsors many social activities throughout the year. 8/88-Present

Dean, Israelite Rabbinical Academy. Since 1996, I have worked with our reconstituted
yeshiva to recruit and train qualified black rabbis. As well as being one of the instructors
teaching Biblical Hebrew, Kabbalah, and Israelite History, I have been involved with
curriculum development and outreach initiatives. 8/96-7/2000

American Historical Association
American Jewish Historical Society
Bnai Brith

NAACP

(Revised 1/24/2023)
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Inside: Dennis Duggan: (Queens Diary:
What & Where, A 7-Year-Old
Sports, Dining, Leamns a Lesson

Puzzle, " When He Brings

Real Estate On Clinton A Penknife
Classifieds And the Clipper To School
And More Page (2 Page G3

Newsdayy Sunday, December 13, 1998

‘Being Jewish is not a
white thing. There are
many themes in Judaism
about oppression and
slavery that really
 resonale for us as
' African-Americans.’ .

— Rabhi Ben Levy

ey

Levy speaks to his congregation at Beth Elohim in SI. Albans.
By Exminy Wax

EN LEVY was in the third grade the first time he
saw that puzzled look. As a Jewish student in a
Queens public school, he refused to make a paper
Christmas tree. Because he was black, his teacher

thought he was joking.

“I remember vividly the look on my teacher’s face,”
said Levy, 34, who is now the rabbiat Beth Elohim, a
black Jewish congregation in St. Albans,

Please see BLACK JEWS on Page G6
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Acts of Faith

With new chief rabbi, black Hebrew-Israelites make bid to enter the

Jewish mainstream

BySamK estenbaum October30

The Israelites walked slowly, chanting in Hebrew and wrapped in
loose white robes. A reverential silence spread across the crowd as one
figure emerged above the rest. Hundreds had gathered to witness a
sacred moment. “I came so that my children’s children would
remember this day,” said one Israelite. “Hallelujah,” called another.

It was a scene out of the Torah: after years of uncertainty a new leader
was being installed.



THE LEHIGH VALLEY'’S FIRST SOURCE FOR NEWS

themorningcall.com

THE MORNING CALL

$4.00

JUNE 20, 2021

EARLY SUNDAY

RAIN, SOME SUNSHINE LATER 82°| 67°

Weather, NEWS 21

Sarai Kearsa, a dancer from Am Segulah, a dance troupe from New York City, performs at a Juneteenth celebration held by the Bethlehem branch

JUNETEENTH OBSERVATION

of the NAACP on Friday night at the Bethlehem sculpture garden. ASH BAILOT/THE MORNING CALL PHOTOS

Festival for freedom

Bethlehem NAACP program features proclamations,

celebration and urge ‘not to bury Black history’

By Andrew Scott
The Morning Call

America celebrates its independence
on July 4, but most Americans haven’t
realized until recently that June 19 is a
date that should be equally celebrated by
everyone.

“Black people weren’t told they were
free until June 19, 1865, two years after
President Lincoln signed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation,” Northampton
Community College history professor
Sholomo Levy told more than 50 people
gathered Friday evening for the Bethle-
hem NAACP’s first Juneteenth celebra-
tion at the Sculpture on Church Street.

The celebration, put together by a
committee of local leaders, activists and
volunteers coordinated by Bethlehem
NAACP President Esther Lee, remembers
the date when Union troops marched into
Galveston, Texas, the last place in America
still holding slaves.

The troops announced the enforcement
of Lincoln’s executive order, Levy told the
crowd, explaining Juneteenth’s origin.

“But the general leading the troops
and took it a step farther, announcing the

Northampton Community College professor Sholomo Levy speaks about the history of Juneteenth

e S T

Cameras cut
speeding for
work crews

Some want stricter measures for those who speed
through construction zones, including 1st-timers

By Tom Shortell
The Morning Call

A year after PennDOT and
the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission used cameras to
spot more than a quarter-million
drivers speeding through Penn-
sylvania construction zones,
those organizations are praising
the system in a report to legisla-
tors and promoting strengthen-
ing the program.

Road crews repair and
maintain the highway system
that’s critical to the economy
and everyday life, but they’re
vulnerable while working.
While concrete barriers and
truck-mounted attenuators
often buffer them from traffic,
they’re sometimes protected by
little more than the authority
associated with a line of traffic
cones. Since 1970, 89 PennDOT

employees have died on the job.
The General Assembly autho-
rized PennDOT and the turn-
pike commission to use speed
cameras, and state officials say
they are encouraged by the
program’s early results. Driv-
ers slowed down 5 to 8 mph on
average in work zones with the
cameras, according to the April
1 report. Crashes when the
cameras were turned off during
non-working hours outnum-
bered crashes when the cameras
were on, suggesting the speed
enforcement played an import-
ant role, the report found.
“Enforcement units are not
only increasing safety for the
workers active in the zone, but
also for the motorists travel-
ing through these work zones”
according to the report.

Turn to Cameras, Page 2

Will staffing woes help
boost minimum wage?

Some lawmakers
see a chance to raise
it to $12 an hour

By Ford Turner
The Morning Call

HARRISBURG — Year after
year, Sen. Christine Tartagli-
one has made little headway in
Harrisburg with proposals to
boost the Pennsylvania mini-
mum wage from $7.25 an hour to
$12 — but, she says, the pandem-
ic-scrambled job market of 2021
might make things different.

Tartaglione, a Philadelphia
Democrat, is prime sponsor of
a bill backed by Gov. Tom Wolf
that would set the wage at $12
an hour on July 1 and gradually
boost itto $15in 2027.

Employers across the state
who cannot find enough will-

the effects of federally padded
unemployment compensation
benefits, child care disruptions,
and lingering concerns about
COVID-19.

But Tartaglione, a Democrat,
sees the situation through the
window of hourly pay.

“We are in a unique place
where employers have to take
notice that workers are worth
more than $7.25 an hour” she
said.

Her bill is stalled in the
Republican-controlled Senate
Labor and Industry Committee,
and a similar bill in the House
sponsored by Democratic Rep.
Patty Kim of Harrisburgalso has
not moved.

Erica Wright, spokeswoman
for Republican Senate Majority
Leader Kim Ward of Westmo-
reland County, said Senate lead-

Turn toJuneteenth, Page 4 during a celebration held by the Bethlehem branch of the NAACP on Friday night. ing workers to fill jobs pointto  Turn to Wage, Page 4
d h 1 d k d CORONAVIRUS
New data show women close drinking gender gap o
B The state reports 272

Research shows they
are suffering health
effects sooner than men

By Aneri Pattani
Kaiser Health News

Victoria Cooper thought her
drinking habits in college were
just like everyone else’s. Shots
at parties. Beers while bowl-
ing. Sure, she got more refills
than some and missed classes
while nursing hangovers, but
she couldn’t have a problem, she
thought.

“Because of what my plcture of
o B R e O ARl s e

Cooper, now sober and living in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

That common image of who
is affected by alcohol disorders,
echoed throughout pop culture,
was misleading over a decade
ago when Cooper was in college.
And it’s even less representative
today.

For nearly a century, women
have been closing the gender
gap in alcohol consumption,
binge-drinking and alcohol use
disorder. What was previously a
3-1ratio for risky drinking habits
in men versus womenis closer to
1-to-1 globally, a 2016 analysis of
several studles suggested.

2% % a2 . wese % o M

drinking and getting drunk at
higher rates than their male
peers — in some cases for the
first time since researchers began
measuring such behavior.

This trend parallels the rise in
mental health concerns among
young women, and researchers
worry the long-term effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic could
amplify both patterns.

“It’s not only that we’re seeing
women drinking more, but that
they’re really being affected
by this physically and mental
health-wise” said Dawn Sugar-
man, a research psychologist at
McLeap I—Eospital in Massachu-

additional cases, for a total
0f1,209,997.

® The Pennsylvania death
tollis 27,560, up 14.

® Lehigh County has no
new cases (39,806 total);
Northampton County had
six (35,832 total).

B The Lehigh Valley death
tollis 1,577, with no new
deaths in Lehigh County
(861total) or Northampton
County (716 total).

B More than 73.5%

of eligible Lehigh Valley
residents are vaccinated,
with Q4 4220 nartiallv
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